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      (১) 

Video Message of Hon. Foreign Minister for the inaugural ceremony of MOFA 

Innovation Lab (iLAB) and launching Challenge Fund for Neural Network 

Date and Time: 19 March 2023 @1300 hrs Venue: New Building Auditorium 

 

Distinguished Guests and My Colleagues from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, ICT Division and 

a2i team, 

Greetings and Good Afternoon! 

I am very delighted to see the fresh-set innovation lab (iLAB) inside my Ministry. My pleasure 

gets multifold when I come to learn that this is implemented by our very own government 

enterprise a2i under the patronage of the ICT Division. What a strong manifestation of how the 

thought process and capability of our government agencies have evolved over the years! I 

express my thankfulness to the entire team of a2i team and ICT Division for their excellent 

cooperation.  

No wonder, the promising cooperation and commitment between our foreign office, ICT 

division and a2i have started delivering positive dividends to our people from Cumilla to Jeddah 

for whom we really exist and with who we truly belong. This will be a fascinating journey 

indeed! 

I believe this is a crucial and timely initiative for greater welfare of our people and add real 

gains to our economy and decision-making system. Under the charismatic leadership of 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and ICT Advisor Sajeeb Wazed Joy, we have uplifted 

our vision to transform into SMART Bangladesh. As one of the components, Smart Citizen will 

remain at the core of this vision. In our foreign office, we are also pursuing our Economic 

Diplomacy package where increasing remittance flow and providing better services to our 

diaspora are two immediate priorities. Again, our people, our citizens come into the place of 

principle consideration. I think this is the point of intersection where we can collaborate and 

complement our resources and expertise with a view to developing creative solutions, making 

them digitally available and affordable. Essentially there should be multiple interactive 

interfaces between our people and government. 

My Dear Colleagues, 

In the world of technology things are changing rapidly. You have seen how the ongoing buzz of 

GPT3 has been challenged within months with the introduction of GPT4. It is undeniable that 
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disruption is the new trend! I believe what is important for us is how readily we can incubate 

these disruptions into our system, augment our own capability to innovate better and solution-

based enterprises and peer with the global leaders. In our system, we should stand to deliver 

more data driven, intelligence based and updated input to our premier policy makers. We feel a 

solid necessity of AI supported predictive analysis tool and data visualization system functional 

in all the tiers of decision making. We need to equip us better than ever so that we can act prior 

to be hit by any crises- be it Covid or Russia-Ukraine conflict. I hope the establishment of MOFA 

iLAB and launching a challenge fund for the proposed Sheikh Hasina Neural Network (SHNN) 

will be a successful venture in shaping our future decision making design. 

Distinguished presence, 

Centered around the high principles of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman, his able daughter, the Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is determined to build a 

prosperous, knowledge-based, and inclusive country. As a result of the pragmatic initiatives 

taken by the government, Bangladesh has been transformed into a 'Vibrant Economy' and a 

'Land of Opportunities' now. To turn Bangladesh into a developed country — the Sonar 

Bangladesh and a SMART Bangladesh by the year 2041, it is imperative that our offices are 

aligned with the state goals and moving towards right direction. 

I am confident that launching the iLAB and a challenge fund for realizing the Sheikh Hasina 

Neural Network for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is a fair testimony of our committed efforts. 

Saying this- without further ado, I would like to declare the auspicious inauguration of MOFA 

iLAB and neural network infrastructure and congratulate the ICT/ITIT Wing of my Ministry for 

taking such a worthy initiative. 

Joi Bangla! Joi Bangabandhu!  

May Bangladesh live forever! 
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      (২) 

Inauguration of MoFA-a2i AI Innovation Challenge 2023 & Innovation Lab  

Foreign Secretary (Senior Secretary)  

Venue: MoFA, New Building Auditorium  

Time: 01.00 PM, Date: 19 March 2023   

 

Dr. A. K. Abdul Momen, MP, Hon’ble Foreign Minister  

Mr. Md. Shamsul Arefin, Secretary, ICT Division   

Mr. Anir Chowdhury, Policy Advisor, a2i  

Mr. Stefan Liller, Resident Representative, UNDP Bangladesh   

Senior Government Officials, Private Leaders, and my Colleagues from the Foreign 

Office!  

Friends from Media   

Good afternoon!    

I am delighted to be here – in my own Ministry – at the very dawn of what some would 

say is a long journey into a very different reality – a different destination – a different 

life – a different destiny ! May be! 

At the very outset, I would like to thank the ICT Division and the a2i for helping us come 

this far – with the Artificial Intelligence Challenge Fund and with the MoFA-a2i 

Innovation Lab. In less than two years, we have transformed the ICT initiative of the 

Ministry from supplying computers and spares to one which is capable of harnessing the 

power of large language models (LLM) and of big data and machine learning. Our 

websites are not juxtaposed in a perpendicular dynamic – making us globally visible and 

interactive 24x7. All our 64 services – internal and external – are now online on the 

MyGov platform.  

It has truly been an honour and a great pleasure for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 

have been able to establish and leverage the many networks needed to come this far for 

installing and incubating a full-fledged iLab inside the Ministry premises. This new 
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building helped but it took us a great deal of creative exercise to find the right 

installations which could capture the theme and the dynamic of the most cutting edge 

of tech under conditions of thrift and budgetary discipline. Unlike our richer 

counterparts abroad – we had to make do with whatever we had – and still – aspire to 

come to the same level of technological and design eloquence as them and possibly 

more.  

Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The whole world is moving fast towards reaching the promised lands of AI. Bangladesh 

can only ill afford to not be in the race and aspire to win. Excellence in the field of 

technology and especially design-tech requires an extremely agile and ambidextrous 

hive-mind. While we solve the problems of the day – and the challenges of the dark 

nights which cast a long shadow on our dreams as a nation – we also need to have 

ourselves collected as a unified entity to dream about the future which may unfold in 

hitherto unforeseen directions.  

One of the first instructions that I issued as Foreign Secretary was to leapfrog into the 

digital space. I am happy that my team took it seriously and worked passionately to 

acquire and utilize the blessings of the advance tech for delivering public service and 

especially something as complicated and as nuanced as diplomacy and statecraft. The 

MoFA Innovation Lab and the AI-Challenge Fund will surely strengthen our emergeant 

ICT and ITES capabilities of the country and connect us real-time with the evolution of 

tech-enabled ICT capabilities in the world of tomorrow. Indeed, the “future is already 

here – it’s just unevenly distributed” and we need to find the pieces before others do.   

It is an immense pleasure for us to inaugurate the iLab in the month of independence. 

52 years back, in this month, the best sons and daughters of our land came forward at 

the call of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and fought 

against the oppressive regime of the then West Pakistan and gave us an independent 

nation. On this auspicious occasion, I remember the Greatest Bengali of all times and 

the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, under who’s 

charismatic and pragmatic leadership, we gained our freedom. I pay my deepest respect 

to the valiant freedom fighters, 03 million martyrs and two hundred thousand tortured 

women for their supreme sacrifice. I pay my homage the martyrs of the 15 August and 

all those who laid down their lives for reclaiming and protecting the heart of a 

sovereign, democratic, inclusive and secular country - Bangladesh.   
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Under the statesmanship of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh 

has seen radical transformation in the arena of information and communication 

technology in the past 14 years. And with her guidance, Bangladesh has been able to 

rise to a unique height in the technology sector.  Timely policy-level inputs and direct 

supervision of the Hon’ble ICT Advisor, Mr. Sajib Wazed, the architect of Digital 

Bangladesh, helped accelerate the evolution of the ICT epistemology to a hitherto 

unimaginable level. We, as a nation, literally transported our mindspace from the 

prisons of poverty on to the shores of unlimited creativity.  

With the guidance of the Hon’ble State Minister for ICT and under the able 

leadership of the ICT-Division led by its competent Secretary, Bangladesh is fast 

emerging as a vastly promising nation in the ICT world. Complementary Asset Portfolios 

are developed and deployed to fill in the voids left by the institutional deficiencies 

created by centuries of colonial occupation and military autocracies smothered with the 

affection of the erstwhile colonial masters. ICT for Bangladesh has emerged both as a 

shield and as a vessel to short-circuit the development gaps left open by the deadweight 

burdens of legacy.  

Now, we have some of the best fibre optic backbones and we have seen 

exponential growth in internet connectivity, mobile phone penetration, Mobile Financial 

Services (MFS), direct remittances from export of IT products and the use of ICT in 

education and for ensuring accessibility to public services. We are witnessing a new 

surge in market driven enterprise formations, underwritten by widespread digitization 

in the public and private sectors and with generous policy support- including access to 

finance and overcoming barriers to market entry. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We are witnessing the dawn of a new era, where creativity, collaboration, and 

innovation are becoming the driving forces of progress. The MOFA-a2i iLab – one of the 

first in its kind in Bangladesh - is a testament to the power of imagination, 

determination, and the courage to dream big.  

Innovation has been a buzzword for quite some time, and we have all heard the famous 

quote by Steve Jobs – “Innovation distinguishes between a leader and a follower.” It is 

evident that innovation is the key to success in today’s fast-paced and dynamic world. It 
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is the driving force behind economic growth, job creation, and social development. The 

world has changed dramatically in the past decade, and technology has been the 

catalyst for many of these changes. It has disrupted traditional industries, created new 

ones, and transformed the way we live and work. The world which is taking birth as we 

witness the older one die – would certainly be ordained by technology. Even under the 

spectre of wars and of disruptions in supply chains, innovation has become more critical 

than ever. The ability to innovate has become a prerequisite for survival and success in 

this digital age.  

Innovation, especially frugal innovation, remains the key as we try to brand ourselves as 

a digital destination in the global supply chain solutions. Innovation is certainly the 

master key to unlock the potentials of Bangladesh as we scramjet to increase the 

current GDP to 700 billion US dollars by 2030.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As I try to connect the dots, the order the day for the next decade, especially for the 

next seven years till 2029 and then 2030 would be to create and to leverage possibilities 

in the domain for design.  Wittingly or unwittingly, we are ultimately giving birth to an AI 

ecosystem where the product-market and service-sector delineations are more blurred 

than ever and where national boundaries would keep meaning lesser and lesser. The 

state’s capabilities and functionalities are already fundamentally challenged by the 

rising vertices in business, enterprise, entrepreneurship and innovation – particularly 

targeting the core vortex of economy, ecology and security/governance. It is important 

that the government is sufficiently aware and on the forefront of this new wave of 

economic and technological breakthroughs so that the state does not only remain 

relevant but also remains potent as the final and the cardinal arbiter of authority in the 

governance of the human individual. A listening post and possibly an activity cauldron 

are needed to capture the spirit, the essence and the energy of these initiatives 

amongst all our exercises.   

A whole theorem for political economy is emerging fast.  

And we are writing it. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen,     

This MoFA iLab, powered by the predictive intelligence of the Neural Network, will be 

used as a hub for creativity, collaboration, and experimentation. It is a place where 

different ideas will be tested and transformed into solutions that can make a real 

difference in our work and in the many worlds that we live in.   

The lab is a pitstop for travelling diplomats and developers who are planning on creating 

new avenues of dialogues between and amongst nations. We believe that with our 

credentials as a solid developer of solutions we warrant special attention as providers of 

solutions even to wicked problems of statecraft. 

On a more quotidian level, the iLab brings together entrepreneurs, innovators, 

investors, and mentors to collaborate, share knowledge, and build a vibrant innovation 

ecosystem.  

We have 81 Missions across the globe. MoFA and its Missions will play significant roles 

to establish connection between Bangladeshi tech minds and global tech people and 

companies. The Bangladeshi tech people can easily access any business through this I-

lab.  

The innovation lab is not just about startups and entrepreneurs; it is about creating a 

culture of innovation and entrepreneurship. Innovation is not just about technology; it is 

about solving real-world problems. The innovation lab will focus on solving some of the 

most pressing challenges facing Bangladesh. By harnessing the power of innovation, we 

can create solutions that can improve the competence of our service providers.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I thank ICT Division and a2i for helping us establishing this Innovation Lab inside the 

Ministry. a2i is the pioneer organization in our digital revolution and we always work 

closely with a2i in the matter of technology and innovation. Collaboration between 

MoFA and a2i will pave the way for developing AI based Foreign Office.  

This is the future! And we are very much on track.  

Let’s walk the talk! 

Joi Bangla! Joi Banga ! 
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